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Am much concerned to find, that Whig and Tory 
have unhappily work’d themfelves into moft of 
our Diverfions and Entertainments, and infeét- 

ed thofe very Inventions, that once were thought 
proper Remedies againft this Evil, and con- 
ved on purpofe to render us Humane, Courteous, 
evolent, and mutual Promoters of each others Eafe 


nd Satisfaction. Among other late Corruptions, I very 


wich lament the Incroachments which Party has made 
pon the Mufes: For I long hoped, that our Engli/h 
lutry was too refin’d to fuffer her felf to be betray'd 
nto a Degeneracy of this kind; and that the whole Si- 

ood would declare againft admitting this Tenth, 
is State-Mufe, into their Order. It is no very diffi- 
it Matter to trace the Rife of this Misfortune ; and I 
m forry I muft fay, at the Expence of my Country- 
nen, that this Evil is chiefly of our own Growth ; and 
hat we are the celebrated Originals, who began to de- 
de State-Affairs by the Coupler, and to deliver our Sen- 


id Mments of Government in Rhime. The Old Oracles, I 


hich i 


ean fuch of them as did not lie under a Sufpicion of 
i oar ty would now and then drop a Line to 
i Parpolp, ut the Claficks were better Judges than 
learn this fort of Poetry of their Gods ; and in all 
heir Writings we meet with little more than One or 
vo very fly and remote Reflections this way. Some- 
ing of the fame kind is to be found in our Englifh 
bamcer, Gower, the Vifions of Pierce Plowman, and 
Fragments of Robert of Gloucefter ; who is by much 
oldeft Verfifier of our Nation: But about the Year 

» aneEra of univerfal Confufion and Diforder, and 
hich juftly deferves the Name of the Engifh Chaos, 
is Corruption, among Ten rhoufand greater, was in- 
oduc'd, and praciis'd with unlimited Freedom. It 
ade its firft Enery in little Ballads, Songs, and Satyrs, 
ith no greater Figure, than Comedy and Tragedy are 
id to have made under. Thefpzs, when they took up 
ir early refidence ina Cart. It was neceflary, For the 
e of the Multitude, that this Diforder fhould be re- 
died ; and fome Judges believ’d, that the inimitable 
“dibras, by humouring the Malady, had made a per- 
Cure of it. But a good many of thefe difaffected 
maneteers: happening to outlive their own Works, at 
be Refforation; they opened a new Vein, fo foon us 
they were call'd upon, to exert their Talents in the 
ice:of a Fathon. by this tinte the Art was confi- 
ably improv'd; and feveral Men of Genius were fo 
r milled, as to give it Countenance, by their Example. 
ngton, Milton, Marvel, Hobbs, and many others 
ere i i of lending their Names and Labours to the 
ittherance of this vile Invention. Mr. Dryden came 
© it, and was fo unhappy, as to fucceed. Ano gr 
at Wit has coupled it with Bawdry and Bla/phemyse It 
now in high Vogue; fupported by the Credit of 
tat Performers. I have feen whole Englih Pampblets 
ted almoft Word for Word into Fattious Verfe ; 

d there are Six or Eight fizable Volumes of State-Poems, 
lifting oF a motley Collestion of this Sort of Lum- 
t, which is the Common-plice of moft of our youhg 
ablers in Politicks, and furnifhes them with - 
les, that ferve to Lard many a hungry Difpute, when 
ey diftuft their own impotent Profe, and want to 
the Grin of the Company to themfelves. After 

» with whatever Advantages this Faculty may. come 
ommended to us, it is certainly an intolerable Cor- 
tion of -Poetry. Criticijm, a very ufeful Art, is 
Mettly excluded by it. Thofe of the fame Side will 
trally Commend their own Party-Poems, tho’ never 
bad ; and thofe of the other Side condemn them, 
Y wever fo good. Futtion and Sedition are but ill In- 


gredients in a Work, that is defign’d to make up a ve- 
ry even Mixture of Pleafure and Profit. Whatever has 
been faid againft Lampoons, which are a Corruption of 
Satyr, by applying it to Particulars, is more eminently 
true of State-Lampoons, and adds confiderably to the 
Guilt of them. They come attended with a black 
Charge of Ingratitude, by flying in the Face of thofé 
National Patrons, who give us Peace and Plenty ; and 
under whofe aufpicious Influence, all the Polite Arts, 
and efpecially Poetry, thrive and flourith. Men do not 
Sing their own weighteft Affairs, or do Bufinefs in 
Rhime ; and the Concerns of the Publick are too Sacred 
to be thus Trifled with, to be Set to a Tune, and ferv'd 
up as a Droll and Merriment, for the Diverfion of every 
i le Creature, who can fhew a little Mother Wir, or a 
ew Teeth, in ridiculing what he has not folid Reafon 
enough to comprehend. If moft of the greaceft Gent 
have difclaim’d this Frailry, the Underlings ought not 
to take up with it, as 2 Mode and Accomplifhment ; 
nor play at Crambo with the Wifdom of their Superiors. 
Hence it was, that when Horace was fufpected to have 
written one State-Ode, which begins thus, 


O Navis, referent in mare te novi 
Fluttus, 8c. 


Wherein he is fuppofed to have given Hints of fome 
Fars, Fealonfies and Dangers to the Publick, which did by 
no means become him, and which are contrary to the 
jolly Humour he fo often affumes in many other Places, 
where he leaves thefe important Affairs to the Men, 
whofe Province it is to be troubled with them; one or 
two of our Commentators have, with a very refin’d 
Judgment, vindicated the Poet’s Honour in this Point, 
and plainly prov’d, that there is no State-Parallel or Al- 
legory in thofe Expreflions. 

The occafion of my entring thus far upon this Sub- 
ject was the perufal of a Poem, jut now Pubii/bed, and 
very induftrioufly handed about, entitled, As Original 
Canto of Spencer, faid to be De/ign’d as part of hus Fairy 
Queen, but never printed. \t is not my way to make 
my felf either the Publifber or Interpreter of a Whi 

stbor’s Works; but that Piece is now freely difpers’d, 
and by being written witha little more Spirit than Ss for 
fome time appear’d in the Performances of that Party, 
is gotten into Vogue. They all agree to cry it up, and 
tell us the Meaning of it without referve: So that it 
is now every where taken for a virulent Libe/ againft the 
prekent Minifiry. As to the Publither, Ne/for confide, Efq; 

have nothing to fay but only this, that Mr. Adorphew 
has aflured me, he would have made the moft confider- 
able Editor of his Time, had he never written any thing 
of his own. However, he has the Vanity to tell us in 
his Preface, that all the \ronfides have had fome {matter- 
ing of Poetry more or lefs : An Infinuation, that might 
have bee {pared ; for I dare fay there is hardly a mo- 
dern of tolerable Judgment, who ever fufpected him to 
have any other Hand in this Poem, than that of a Pub- 
lifher only. In fpite of all his late Sufferings, the Itch 
of Politicks is fill on him: For according to the Mode, 
the profoundeft Speculations of that Sort are to be met 
with in Preface. He imagines, that this Canto was 
written in a Fever; that ferral Parts of it are unufwaiy 
flat, and feveral of the Alexendrines breath’d out in the 
height of a Frenzy. Whether this Fever or Frenzy were 
of the Natural or Political kind, whether in the Blood, 
or the Spirits, Mr. /ronfide does not think fit to jay. 
But certainly had the Publifher’s good judgment bora 
any peopcgtion to the Author's, he would have cover’d 
up t me ty clofe, and not have diftrufied either 
his Poet or his Party, as if the Defign were dark, = 
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it ay too deep for the Capacitie® of his gentle Readers to ufed, yet rathet difpos’d to Lamerit that Defry, 
FtER eat. ‘The lédky Tell-tale, in a high Fit of Impru- ace he'lay under, that an Excellent Modery A 
x2 <@ence, blabs the whole Secret, by faying; / might be beyond Sea, thought he could not chufe a more a 
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2 pee wppirien to diffuade Poferin from fuffering the Liberties of Style tor Royal Panegyrick than Spencer's ; which ji, 
a e | gifeir Con/titution to be Infring’d, by ibe pretended Zeal of alive was better able to imitate and improve. I ity, 
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Arch-Poet in any other Hands ; nor could bear ;* ; 
he Contrtvance and Fable of the Poem, areUncouth him, even in Metzo-Tinto, carelefly lean’d on bya ye 
d Antick enough. Britomart is introduc’d, asa war- Lord, who can never like the Company of fwcl Bs 

-3 Slike Maid, whom Archimago, a Magician, tries to per- Subyetls : But to have Treafon and Sedition utter j jy, 
fuade, and win over to amore peaceable Temper; bur Name and Language of Spencer, is an Iniquity thy), 
failing in that Attempt, he ftukes her with a Wand, few Precedents: l-have met with nothing like ir. 

| puts her under Enchantment, and binds her toa Rock. cept the Cento Nuptialis in Aufonins, where the a 
; After this, he appoints a Guard over her, of Dogs of Bawdry that eyer defiled Paper, is artfully exhibires. 
feveral kinds, Bult-dogs, Spaniels, Curs, Stag: and Hell- us in the Style and Expreflions of Virgil, the mod;a; 
dogs : Some of which endeavour to free her, but are Poet that ever liv'd. In order Ricdiee to Appeaten. 
prevented by Arcbimago. \n the mean time, Six Bour- Manes of Spencer, and take off thofe evil Imprefj,., 
bon, his Squire, and Lady Romania, are brought in as which this Work may have given to unthinking p,, 
triumphing over che Diftrefles gf Britomart, andatrempt- ders, | fhall produce a true Genmine Deferintio» ci y 
ing to get her into their Power: But the Iron Man s/h Mae/?y, n'a few S:anz’s, that were really deca 
Talm is difpatch’d to Sir Arthegall, and brings him over 4s Parts of the Fairy Queen, P 
to her Relief. The Dittion and Sentiments imitate Thus did he fit in Sivxrcign ‘Majefie 
Spencer, even to a degree of Affectation: Only I Hiding a Scepter in ber Royal Ht ’ 
find, the Author runs Riot in that way, which is The Sucred Pledge of Peace and fade. 
call’d the Turpe ¢7 Indecorum; and ufes fome Leas, With which High God bad ble{s'd ber ee 
that are naufeous and loathfome ; fuch as Gobber Offals, Mangre fo pas any Foes, which did with/Pand, ’ 
Bags of Carnage, Kenneling, Lapping of Filth and Up- Buz Gt her Feet her Saord was laid, 
{pewing. Thefe Expreflions are offenfive to the am Whofe long Reff rufted the bright freely Brand ; th 
and fcarce excufable in Spencer's defcription of Glut- M4 when as. Foes enfore’d, or Bie, ds fouphe aide, 


tony: But in all the Poets, -a Dog is a Creature that — She couid iz fernl l the World diloca t 
meets with better Treatment, and would make a much uid it feernly draw, that all tle World difmeaide, 


cleaner Metaphor. Whether the generous Cur be nota id i ewe of little Angels did uphold 
very abfurd Expreffion, muft be left to the Judgment of = 7," ‘ath of State, and on their parple Wings I 
fach honeft Sjuires, who have thefe Animals under ld boar coe Pendants, through their Nimble{s bold: Tif: 

















their more immediate Care ; and I am forry to find that Befides, 4 Thoufand more of fuch, as fings ; V 
inexhauftible Simile of the Nile once more taken out of Hymns 10 High God, and Carols heavenly Things, i 
the Hands of Pedants and their Pupils, both Great and ‘3 scompalfi d the Throne on which fhe fare ; I 
Small ; where | hop'd it might have remain’d fafe and 0% Angel-like, the Heire of anstent Kings I 
i unalienable. And mignty Conquerors, im Royal Stare, . n 
' This way of defcribing Miniffers of State under the Whilft Kings and K-fars at ber Feet did them profras Wa 
; Shape of Dogs, Mungrels and Blood-bounds, is-@ very And round about, before ber Feet there fate a 
air Virgins clad in White, | 


ettraordinary Piece of Alkgorical Civility. 1 thought A Beary yA fi 

that Metaphor might have been fpard, ever fince Tha 200 A pi ¢ adorn ber Royal State, 
the Hunting of Volpone: But! do not find, that our All lovely Dangbrers of Dan Jove, that bight 
Libertine in Poetry ufes his Friends much better than _—_Lite ;_ by him begot in Love's Delight, 

his Foes ; being content to oppofe Cwrs to Spaniels, a the Righteous Themis: Thofe, they fo 
Hounds to Whelps, and Bull-dogs to Mungrels. Towards pon Jove's Fudgment Seat waite Day and Night, 
the Clofe, we are menac’d with the Calling over Sir Ar- And when in Wrath be threats the Wrid's decay, 
thegal by Trufly Talus: The Hint is plain and open = They do bis Anger calme, and eruei Vengeance fi-¢. 
erlough; tho’ at other Times, the Trumpet to Rebellion Thus did fhe fit in Royal Rich Effate 

zives but an uncertain Sound, The Liluftrious Family of = Almir'd t ten, Homareh ll a: ? 
Hanover have furely never encourag dthe Freedom which While underneath her Feet, fa ys fhe fate, 

is ufed in calling for them, and abufing their Names in An hiige great Lion lay, that mote appall 

the Service of a Fatlion. They muft reap the Fruits of (4, j ob labia like aptived Thrall, 

Sedition in another Reign, when the Seeds of it are fo With a trong Iron Chain and Giller bound, 
a fow'd in this: But thefe People have loft the That once he could not move, nor quich at alt; 


ower of ee our Aifettions from the Succeffor, Yet did be murmure with rebellious Sound, 
by-attempting to | 
































Magely. Te amaciaale nak deve tn #16 we And foftly Royne, when falvage Choler gan Redound. 


thegal to entrap him, who can imagin that Britomart be- I thall here, for the Benefit of Mr. dronfide, who now 
came a Captive, upon the Recovery of her Freedom. —#PPears as ambitious of being a Maryr, as his Fell» 
The Charaéter.of Archimago is eafily feen thro’, and ref acer, and only puthes for Pomp and Solemnity i1 
fully explain’d by all the Fattion. Some Men undifguife his } unifhment, emulating the Man he has fo often vt 
| Ay 
themfelves, by putting on their Masks ; a Serwmpet and lified, fubjoin a remarkable Paflage, with which Sir. 
a Robber are never {fo well known, as when their gall, as far as we can find, was not at all difpleasd. 
Vifors ate on. It were to be with’d, that the Great Mfzn, There as they entred at the Scriene, tivey fawe 
here aim’d at, were as free from all other Inquietirudes, Some one, whofe a was, for his Trefpafs vile, 
| as from any Concern the Pens or the Penknives of thefe - Nail'd to a Poff, adysdged fo by Lam, 
' Afjaffiine can give him. 1 hope there is no neceflity of = For that there-nith he Jaifely did Revile, 
his imitating the Heroick Roman, who by his Prayersto © Add fowle Blafpheme that Quecn for forged Guile, 
Heaven deriv’'d upon his own Family, whatever Mif- Both with bold Speeches, which he blazed bad, 
fortunes were referved for the Commonwealth, after a And with lewde Poems, which he did compile ; 
Jong Courfe of Profperity. Every ftroak yet aim‘dathim, For the bold Title of a Poet bad. | 
has turn’d to the publick Advantage; and the load of He onbimfelf bad ta’en, and rayling Rimes had fprad. 
I Dome/ftick Grief he at prefent feels, and feels it not di- Thus, there he flood, whilff high over bis Head 
minifh’d by being fhar'd among me Thoufands, will, ‘There written was the purport of bis Sin ‘ 
we hope, give way to the more prefling Confiderations InCyphers frrange, that few could right} read 
of a high Relation, as He is the Father of His Country. On ROW FE Né. "ber Fon that re bod nrittan bis 
this account it is, that the Timing of the Libel now be- — yj raced out. and Mal was now put in. 
fore us, mae oe an execrable Charge of + Sy poy Malfont as plainly to be red ; 
amazing — eat Renal edi Aion this» Liber Jor 1 Evil, which be did therein, 
In my Opinion, t erfon moft wrong’d on this Or that be Likened was toa Well-hed 


Occafion, is the leaft capable of feeling or requiting it ; ; 
1 mean the deceas'd uelcoal Spencer > A Man © coals Of evil Words, and wicked Slanders by him fhed. 


Loyal, fo abounding in the Praifes of his Oween, fo It muft not be forgotten that thefe Two Stanzs’s 2° 
Graseful to his Benefactors, and tho’ he had been ill- to be found snithe Defcription of the Palace of MERCT. 


: LONDON: Printed for Fohn Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. 1713. 
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